Cedar primary gets
prestigious award

CEDAR Integrated Primary School
in Crossgar iz celebrating after
winning a prestigious award for the
second time.

The =school has been presented
with the MNorthern [reland Coun-
cil for Infegrated Eduocation's Ex-
cellence in  Integrated Education
Awrard, which it previously won In
2017,

The school was visited by NICIE
assegsors earlier this vear In their
repart they said staff parents and
governors were “committed to the
development of integrated educa-
tion™.

They said that commitment was
avident throughout the school “hoth
in the physical environment through
displays in classrooms and public
areas but also in the relationships
betwean all members of the school
community the pastoral care and
the work and ethos observed in class-
rooms and around the school”,

The report went on: "The pupils

are clearly aware of what it means to
be a member of the integrated com-
munity and were able to express it
in Age-appropriate ways in every key
stage”.
Cedar iz celebrating its 30th anni-
versary this year It opened in Sep-
tember 195 with 26 Empii.'a Present
enrolment is 215 plus &2 26place
nursery unit

The report noted the “beautifiel
school grounds" and that in ad-
dition toc ample pla:.'Emun-:l space
the seven-acre green figld site has
been devel to include a willow
walk, friendship garden, a pond and
a sports field providing many oppor-
tunities for owtdoor learning and
play

It agid equality was “clearly cen-
tral” to every aspect of school Life.

"Conversations  with  teaching
staff revealed their deep commit-
ment to the ethos of Cedar - to the
equality issees and to taking or-
tunities to challenge and explain,”
the report continued.

"Cedar's “Inclusion, Integration
and Cuoltural Policy’ is clear in its
description of the school’s commit-
ment to recognising and valuing all
religious and cultural backgrounds
and those who have no religious
practice.

“The comprehensive list of
planmed assemblies, shared with
parents, reflects the school's com-
mitment to helping the children to
understand the diversity of their
world.”

The repart also highlighted what
it described as the "impressive level
of sug]:u:-rt" from parents.

"The parents who met with the
assessors clearly took pride in their
asgociation with the school and oit-
ed the integrated ethos of the school
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ACHIEVEMENT: The oldest and youngest pupils at Cedar Integrated Primary School, Maeve Keenan

and Abigail Mallon, celebrate the school’s Excellence in Integrated Education Award with Sean Pettis
{left), CED of the Northern Ireland Coundl for Integrated Education, Hilary Crichton, principal, and
Tiarndn McMeekin, development officer for the Northermn Ireland Council for Integrated Education

as the reason they chose Cedar for
thair children in the first place, and
they spoke openly sbout their own
backprounds as well as the variety
of family sitwations represented at
Cadar [PE.

“Parents interviewed spoke high-
Iy of the caring ethos of the achool
and said that at Cedar IPS no one is
excluded. Parents who had moved
to the area in the last few wears
from elsewhere in the UK said
that they felt that their family

was known to the school in 8 way
that did not happen in their previosus
schoals,

"Parents gre encouraged to get in-
volved with the life of the school and
are regularly invited to assemblies
and other events.

The report said pupils were given
opportunities to explore their identi-
ties and the school worked to devel-
op a variety of links with the wider
community

It added:

"Cedar Integrated

Primary and Mursery Unit is a won-
derful example of a lived integrated
ethos

“There is a warm welcoming at-
maosphere in the school for children
and adults alike. Members of the
school community are encouraged fo
be curicus about all cultures and be
proced of their own.

“It i5s clear that all at Cedar are
proud to be part of this Integrated
school and are committed to its ongo-
ing development and success.




